
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 6 August 2019] 

 p4950a-4951a 
Hon Robin Scott 

 [1] 

INDUSTRY — TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: During the winter recess, much of my time was spent 
in my electorate. I went from Kalgoorlie in the south right up to Kalumburu in the north of the Kimberley. 
During my travels I met many interesting people from all walks of life—from the hospitality industry to the 
mining industry, the fishing industry and the pastoral industry. All these industries have moved forward, each 
one embracing modern technology. For example, one cattle station I visited is changing all its windmills to solar 
bores. Solar bores are nothing new; they were using them in the 1980s on the sheep stations of the midwest, but in 
the 80s they were still using lead acid batteries. With the new lithium batteries, they can now use automatic 
weighing stations. These weighing stations assist the station owner to draft his cattle. As the cattle move over the 
weighing station to get to the troughs, on the other side of the station is a gate that moves one of four different 
ways, depending on the weight of the cattle. This frees up the station workers to do other chores on the station, 
and it is all monitored by CCTV. The station manager can stay in his office at the homestead and monitor 
everything that is going on on his station. 

All this modern business technology is being taken on by modern, smart-thinking businesspeople who want to 
move into the future and grow their businesses. Another forward-thinking person is exporting granite from the 
Kimberley. Aussie granite is going to America, Africa, Vietnam, China and even to Italy. At the Wyndham port, 
I saw huge blocks of granite waiting to be shipped all over the world. Mr Steve Forrest, the manager of Wyndham 
port, gave me an extensive tour of the facility. The load-out facilities are incredible up there. They can ship out 
nickel, live exports and anything else that can be craned onto a ship and sent out from Wyndham. 

These are only two examples of what I discovered, but the common denominator of all these industries and 
businesses is the glacial speed of our bureaucracy, regardless of whether there is a Liberal or Labor government. 
No government seems to be able to rein in these bureaucratic departments, which appear to not give any 
consideration to the future of our state. I use the phrase “appear to” because I am sure that the bureaucrats believe 
that they are doing a really good job; it is just unfortunate that they seem to have lost contact with reality. In fact, 
I believe that they would cancel all pastoral leases and turn the land into national parks. They would also cancel 
all mining agreements, just as the Greens would like it to be. Millions of hectares of productive pastoral land has 
been handed back to the traditional owners, who are encouraged to do nothing with that land. However, fortunately, 
some entrepreneurial pastoralists have entered into 50–50 partnerships with the traditional owners. In return for 
the use of their land, they are offering to stock and manage the land. But, best of all, it will provide paid jobs for 
the traditional owners. I was told by one person that they are teaching the local traditional owners to say yes to 
their future, to learn to run and manage a station, and to become part of an organised society, because, if they do 
not, they will be left behind. 

The pastoral industry is also hoping to harvest some of the floodwaters that would normally flow to the sea or 
evaporate. We are not talking about building dams or diverting rivers. The use of this water would increase fodder 
production. That would mean more cattle, equalling more jobs and more exports. 

The mining industry is being held up by bureaucracy and the approvals system. I believe that the people  
who control our approvals system have no fundamental understanding of the job losses, and the stress to farmers 
and to regional towns, that their sloth-like decision-making is having on this industry. I have said before in  
this chamber that if a person has lodged an application and does not hear anything within 16 months, they should 
be given automatic approval. Why is the future of this state being stymied by departments that do not understand 
that pastoralists are the leaders in the environmental care of the land, not the uni students who leave university 
determined to save the world? Mining industries employ their own environmentalists, who in most cases  
have more power than the mine managers. If we allow this mindless hindering to continue, this state will have 
further high unemployment. We can help our environment by using modern technologies, and still grow our 
resource industries. 

Ramelius Resources, the owner of the Edna May goldmine, has planted thousands of trees around its operations at 
Westonia. That land would have been left barren for future generations to repair. This barren land was not created 
by a mining company; it was created by poor farming techniques. Ramelius has shown great responsibility by 
planting those trees and supporting the community. 

When it comes to Chinese involvement in our businesses and resources, we have put all our eggs in one basket 
with regard to iron ore. I am very grateful to the Chinese for buying all our iron ore, because they have also given 
me a lot of work. However, should the Chinese choose to stop buying our iron ore, this state’s finances could 
collapse; we have very little to fall back on. However, if we increase our cattle industries, including live exports 
and abattoir facilities, that would go a long way towards cushioning the effect. 
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Granite is wanted worldwide. That is another resource that is undervalued at the moment. Our fishing industries 
are under constant threat due to the creation of more marine parks, and that is shrinking their traditional fishing 
grounds. We have to wake up soon to the damage we are creating to this industry for future generations. 

I spoke to a mining director yesterday at the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum in Kalgoorlie. He has been in 
China on more than one occasion to sign contracts. They have turned out to be lavish ceremonies to shake hands 
and take photographs. However, at the end of the day, the Chinese walk away and leave the contract documents 
on the table, indicating that the paperwork is of no interest to them. Provided the scope of work suits them at the 
time of the contract, everything is fine. However, a week or a month later, should the scope of work not suit them, 
the contract might just as well be thrown out the window. We no longer have the forward-thinking politicians from 
political parties we had in the past. What we need now is new blood in our politics—young blood that can balance 
equally the growing of our resources and the safe management of our environment. 
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